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done, the Nile at Cairo being nearly on a
level with the Red Sea. Bonaparte added,
England ought to have kept possession of
Alexandria, it would have been of much
more use to them than Malta, They sent
troops to do so (alluding to those under
General MacKenzie Eraser1), but too few;
they went against Rosetta instead of remain-
ing on the defensive at Alexandria. Speak-
ing of keeping the Grand Seignior in full
power, France, he said, ought never to
consent to the dismemberment of Turkey.
"When I was at Tilsit I used to talk jolly
(bavard], call the Turks barbarians, and
that they ought to be turned out of Europe,
but I never intended to do so, for when I
looked at the map I saw it was not for
the interest of France that Constantinople
should be in the hands of either Austria
or Russia. The Greeks", he added, "would
like the dominion of Russia better than
any other; the similarity of religion is the
* In March 1807 an expedition was sent from
Sicily to Egypt, under the command of General
MacKenzie Frasen Alexandria was easily occupied;
but an attack upon Rosetta was defeated with heavy
loss. And the whole expedition was a failure.